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Amendments to the Claims 

1 . (Previously presented) A shim assembly for engaging a hinge 
having a vent bar, the vent bar including a first and a spaced apart 
second aperture, the shim assembly comprising: 

(a) a four bar hinge assembly including a vent bar, a first link, a 
second link, a third link and a track, the vent bar including a first 
aperture and a spaced apart second aperture; and 

(b) an elongate shim body having a first projecting tab sized to 
be received within the first aperture of the vent bar and a spaced apart 
second projecting tab sized to be received within the second aperture of 
the vent bar. 

2. (Original) The shim assembly of Claim 1 , wherein the first 
projecting tab has a circular cross section and is sized to be slidably 
received within the first aperture. 

3. (Original) The shim assembly of Claim 1 , wherein the second 
projecting tab has a non circular cross section and is sized to be received 
within the second aperture. 

4. (Original) The shim assembly of Claim 4, wherein the cross 
section of the second projecting tab is one of obround, oval and oblong. 

5. (Original) The shim assembly of Claim 4, wherein the second 
aperture has a circular cross section. 

6. (Original) The shim assembly of Claim S, wherein the cross 
section of the second projecting tab is sized to be received in the circular 
cross section of the second aperture. 
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7. (Previously presented) The shim assembly of Claim 2, 
wherein the first and the second apertures have a circular cross section 
and one of the first and the second projecting tabs forms an interference 
fit in one of the corresponding first and second apertures. 

8. (Previously presented) A shim assembly comprising: 

(a) a four bar hinge assembly including a vent bar having an 
aperture, a first link, a second link, a third link and a track; 

(b) an elongate one-piece shim body having a thickness; and 

(c) at least a first projecting tab integrally formed with the shim 
body, the first projecting tab sized to be at least partially received within 
the aperture to releasably connect the shim body to the vent bar. 

9. (Currently amended) The shim assembly of Claim 8. further 
comprising a second projecting tab integrally formed with the shim body. 

10. (Currently amended) The shim assembly of Claim 9, wherein 
the first projecting tab has a circular cross section and the second 
projecting tab has a non circular cross section. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The shim assembly of Claim 8, wherein 
the first projecting tab extends from a first side of the shim body and the 
shim body includes a recess at a corresponding location on a second 
side. 

1 2. (Currently amended) The shim assembly of Claim 8, wherein 
the aperture in the vent bar has a circular cross section and is sized to 
receive a projecting tab having a non circular cross section. 
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1 3. (Currently amended) A configurable hinge system for 
mounting between a window sash and a frame, comprising: 

(a) a four bar hinge assembly having a first stack heightuhe 
four bar hinge ^emblv including and including a vent bar , a first link, a 
.prnnri link, a tb^ link and a track, the [[a]] vent bar for securing to the 

window sash; and 

(b) a shim non-destructively, removably connected to the vent 

bar. 

1 4. (Original) The configurable hinge system of Claim 1 3, 
wherein the shim includes a projecting tab and the vent bar includes a 
corresponding aperture, the tab and the aperture forming an interference 
fit. 

1 5. (Original) The configurable hinge system of Claim 1 3, 
wherein the shim includes a projecting tab and the vent bar includes a 
corresponding aperture, the tab and the aperture are sized to permit non 
destructive separation. 

1 6. (Currently amended) A method of converting a four bar hinge 
assembly of a first stack height to have a greater second stack height, the 

method comprising: 

(a) engaging a projecting tab on a shim of a predetermined 
thickness, the projecting tab of a first cross section, to an aperture in the 
four bar hinge assembly, *h» fh.,r har hinne assembly including a vent 
h*r, a first link, a ^rnnri link. ? *hirH link and a trark the first link and 
thP third link connected to t h » each of the vent bar and the track, and the 

,hirH link connect ^ to the track and the sec ond link, the aperture having 
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a non similar cross section, to provide the second stack height of the 

hinge assembly. 

1 7. (Cancelled). 

1 8. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 1 6, further 
comprising connecting the shim to [[a]] the vent bar of the four-bar hinge 
assembly. 

1 9. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 16 [[1 7]], further 
comprising engaging a non circular projecting tab on the shim with a 
circular aperture in the vent bar. 
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